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MYSELF. 





= eet, —— = 
Ly | ae 
: a TLL LET 
== Py | THEM KNOW 















































































































IF WE PUSH 
OURSELVES, 
I’M SURE WE CAN 

DO IT WITHOUT 

HOLDING UP 

DELIVERY. 














\ acu 
Ke Nie 
BIN = y I 














MICHI? 


WeL- 
COME | 
H— Th) 














ALL RIGHT, || 
THANKS. | 














I BET YOUR 
COWORKERS = \ / 11m 
WOULD BE \ 
SURPRISED IF 
THEY SAW You 
LIKE THIS, 
MICH. 


DINNER'S 
READY, SO GO 
TAKE YOUR 
MAKEUP OFF. 


yORO 
ewan 



































pall 
T AM NOW \ 
CLOSED | 


FOR 
BUSINESS. 










HAVE YOU 
FINISHED 
WORK FOR 
THE DAY TOO, 
AYUMU- 
SAN? 


IF WE'RE 
GOING TO 
MOVE BEFORE 
OUR LEASE 
RENEWAL, WE 
NEED TO DECIDE 
SOON. 


HEY, THIS 


LOOKS 
YOU COULD 
HAVE A GREAT! 
BIG OFFICE 


SPACE, i 
ao i \_) 
Z\ 


THE 
KITCHEN TO WORK, 
LOOKS MICHI. 
NICE 
TOO. 


ROUGH 
IT WAS 
THREE 
YEARS 
I Guess 
ne. IT IS A BIT 


sWE GO 
TO ALL THE _1 KEEP 
TROUBLE THINKING, 
OF MOVING, WHAT IF... 
AND YOU 
IMMEDIATELY 
GET 


TRANSFERRED a 
AGAIN. a 





THERE'S 
NOT REALLY 
ANYTHING 
WRONG WITH 
OUR CURRENT 
PLACE. 


{ SHALL WE 
JUST STAY 








LIGHTS 


out! 





BB 5/6NS: GRILLED SQUID, FRIED OYSTERS 
a 


AYUMLU-SAN 
WAS THE 
ONE WHO 

SUGGESTED 

THAT WE LIVE 

TOGETHER. 





I GUESS 
THIS TATAM) 


DON'T WE GO 
AHEAD AND 
PICK THIS. 


D0 YOU HAVE 
A BED AT YOUR 





«AND 
IWASA AWAY... 
BITOF A 
COWARD. 














+180 
THAT IF 
SOMETHING 
HAPPENED, 
WE COULD 
TAKE IT 
BACK, 
































BEING WITH 
JUST ONE 
PERSON 
FOREVER... 


I'M NOT 
SO NAIVE 
THAT I 
DION'T 
HAVE MY 


WHY DON'T WE 
BOTH BRING 
OUR FUTONS 
WITH US FOR 

NOW? 








ISTie 
WASN'T 
SURE ABOUT 
THE IDEA 
OF LIVING 
TOGETHER, 























I'LL HAVE TO 


PICK UP MORE 
WORK TO EARN 
ENOUGH FOR 
RENT. 


LET'S KEEP 
ADDING TO 
THE NUMBER 
OF THINGS 
WE CAN'T 
TAKE BACK, 









OUR 
THINGS. 


LITTLE 
BY 





LITTLE. 





'c ' 


TAKEBA 







YOU KNOW, 
YOU STILL 
HAVEN'T 
GIVEN 
ME AN 
ANSWER. 





+ PASSED 
INTO THAT 
OTHER 
WORLD, 


BUT 
THERE'S 
NO SUCH 
THING AS 
GHOSTS. 














I THOUGHT 
I TOLD YOu 
NOT TO 
TALK TO ME 
WHEN THERE 
ARE A LOT 
OF PEOPLE 


DO 
YOU STILL 
THINK I'M 
A PHANTOM 
OR SOME- 

THING? 





WELL, 
I CAN'T 
SAY THIS 


|S OUT OF 
CHARACTER 
FOR YOU. 



























Yul WAS: 
LIVELY AND 


oes THE EXACT 
OPPOSITE 
OF ME. 














INTELLIGENT... 


















Yul! AND I 
WERE OLD 
FRIENDS, 





























I BELIEVED 
WE WOULD 
GROW uP 


TOGETHER 
AS WE HAD 










































































ASA 
FRIEND. 
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‘if Zz 
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= 
HATE... 








































I GUESS IT 
WAS SOMEHOW 
INAPPROPRIATE 
TO 00 
UNCHASTE 
THINGS IN 
A SEMINARY 
CLASSROOM. 


THERE'S 
NO WAY 
I CAN 
ANSWER 
THAT. 








I LOVED 
YOu TOO, 
Yul. 


















THAT'S 
WHY I WILL 
LIVE BY 
MYSELF... 
+ ALONE 
WITH THESE 
FEELINGS 
FOREVER. 


Unbreakap] 
Tictanee : 












THOUGHT 
IT WOULD = 
LOOK Le 

PRETTY... 









elF I ee 
BRAIDED ———— = 
OUR HAIR f = 
TOGETHER, | 









































THAN A 
FRIEND. 


wt 
= 


E's ALL Font Vg Wh 
cc Wane) 4 
APART. : BA. 



























































THING WE 
SIT NEXT 
TO EACH 
OTHER...! 


I'VE GOT 
SCISSORS, 
SO I'LL TRY 
CUTTING IT. 











BESIDES, 


a R 
MY PARENTS J NY SHOULDN'T FA 
ARE AWAY =] \ WE THINK APART. 
ON A TRIP! wa 


OF WAYS TO 
UNTANGLE IT 
TOGETHER? 





«BUT SOMETHING 
I'M SWEET TO 
TELLING EAT AFTER 


HIM SCHOOL 
WE'LL GO TODAY... 
ANOTHER 


LET'S GO! 
SLUMBER, 


























yoy. Okay) 
YEAH. wit one. 
Ee oF 


















































IMPOR- 
TANTLY 

vel 
we 
NEED TO 
THINK OF 


WAYS TO. 
UNTANGLE 





WHAT!? 


WHAT!? 
We 


THIS IS 
FUN! IT'S 
KIND OF 
LIKE A 
FIELD 
WANT To TRIP. 
SHARE OLD 


NOT THE 
PROBLEM... 


WAYS TO 
UNTANGLE 


KISSES 
ARE THE 
STANDARD 
WAY TO BREAK 
CURSES 
AND SPELLS, 
RIGHT!!?? 





WE'LL HAVE 
TO GO TO 


IF ONE OF 
US FALLS 


OFF 
CLIFF, THE 
ER 


You AND 
YOUR 
BOYFRIEND 
WON'T GET 
ANY MORE 
ALONE TIME 
TOGETHER... 


WHAT IF 
ALL THREE 
OF US 



















\ Zk \\ EVEN 
\ \ AN WATCH You 
\\ ON L/\) TEXTING HIM 
TOGETHER \\\ Y WITH THAT 
\ LOOK ON 


YOUR FACE... 


} A \ 





th . 


— 
— 








LET'S 


SCHOOL! 












































'c ' 


WHY IS- 
IT THAT 
THE TIME 
SOMEONE /S 
BORN... 


+ WHETHER 







IT'SA 
LITTLER 
EARLIER OR 
LATER THAT 
SOMEONE 





+ DETERMINES 
THE SOCIAL 
HEIRACHY? 











ENVELOPE 
THAT CAME 
IN THE 
MAIL... 





IT CAN'T 
BE... 








K? 
“TICKETS | 
| TOSéé 
BouaueT 


a 


VA le 


TICKETS 
LI 

WHEN TO GK 
YOU GET A 
PART-TIME 


 J0B, LIKE 
AD ME. /| 
VAN 


WHAT 
WOULD 


AT MY Acel! 
STUPID 
onee- 
CHAN 
















WHY DOES 
SHE ACT 
LIKE SHE'S 


JUST 'COS 
SHE'S 
IN HIGH 
SCHOOL 
NOW 
DOESN'T 
MEAN SHE 
CAN TREAT 
ME LIKE 
THATI! 


| Af 








MOM, 
HAZUKI 


SAYS SHE 
DOESN'T 
WANT 
DINNER! 





War a 
SNE, 


AND 
WE'RE 
HAVING 
BARBECUE 
TONIGHT. 


WHY!?. 


WHY 1S MY 
&IG SISTER 
SUCH A 
MEAN OLD 








LESSON... 


BUT ILL 


HANG OUT 
HERE FOR 
AGT... 


TP 






































THAT'S 
ALL /T 
WAS!? 


seriou? 


5S 





W 


SAD... 






— CWP ED 
THERE, om 
ALL cS 
CLEANED |. 





up! 





OKAY, 
BLOW. 


= 


Ble 


Z 


THE 
THAT IT BOOK 
COULDN'T IM 
HELP —- READING 
CRYING... IS JUST 
so 





B 


[22 





IF YOU 
SHOW TEARS 


THINGS, HE 
DON'T YOU? oO NOU BE NO 
MUSTN'T 
TNT USE IN AN 


O-OH? IT'S 
NOTHING 
SPECIAL... 
YUZU-CHAN! 


SORRY 
TO KEEP 


YOu 
WAITING. 



























TMS yy, 
FROM 
Wh My 
TISSUE 
CASE 

















Ip 
7 oe SHE'S BUT... 
Ee NOT VERY 
GOOD AT 
he 
L HAVE ~ 7 
PIANO ~ 
LESSONS 
ONCE A aiekied 
WEEK. 
FROM THE 
FOLLOWING 
WEEK, I 
STARTED 
GOING A a 
LITTLE SS 














/TIN 
LITLE rye... 


TOUGH... 
BUTT 
WANTED 
TO SEE 
YuUZU 
AGAIN. 


AND. 
eT THIS! 


MY SISTER 























WHAT PART 













OF WHAT I OVERREACTS 
JUST SAID THAT'S NICE, ae THE 
MAKES YOU \ HAZUKI-CHAN. IME. LIKE 
THINK WE'RE YOU AND THE OTHER 
v CLOSE!? YOUR SISTER 
v ARE CLOSE, 
AREN'T YOU? 







I'M AN 
ONLY 
CHILD... 


+60 I'M 
ALITTLE 
JEALOUS. 





















I'M OVER 










MY OLD BE MY LITTLE e 
RUDE SISTER? 
SISTER! 








YOU CAN 
COME 
TO MY 

HOUSE AND 
REPLACE 

HER. 
















You 
Even HAVE 
ona AND THEN 
NAM? TLL LET 
YOU HAVE 
ALL THE 





AND 
you can SNACKS YOU 
SLEEP IN 
MY BED 
EVERY 
NIGHT! 








AM I) 17, 





Al 
HOMEWORK. ioiate 


IF IT 
SEEMS 
+ SHALL YUZU- 


2A 
198) 


Ga 
CLO 



























































we, |) Sil | Al | )D Vi I KNOW 








THINGS Ge Hers 
Tunes i a0) ) | UNIFORM, 
I'M 60 
SORRY! MY 
COMMITTEE 
MEETING 
RAN OVER... 








SORRY, 
HAZUKI- 
CHAN. 
YOU WERE 
WAITING 
FOR ME 
ALL THIS 
TIME... 






























































































































































































































































































































































































































































1A MIDDLE 
SCHOOL 


UNIFORM, 









































you 
MUSE HEY, WAIT! 
“vown \ THIS 1S 
YOUR 


FAULT TOO, 
YUZUIL 


YOU WERE 
OLDER 
THAN ME!! 











RELYING 
ON YOU... 













































































































































































































































































































































































































































































EARLIER THAN 


You, HAZUKI- <i adil | > 
or = 
f a 
$0 HOW A : 

WHY § astoncas \ poNS, B20 ‘aecue 'S 
ARE IT TAKES PLAN ON WITH §| 
ou 50 a ae CLINGING eee THAT... 

‘ORGIVE ME, 

Hee AV ) wazuki- on a : THE 
6 CHAN... a Me 
‘ANS!? on 
T WAY. 


Ws 
Uk 





OH 
YEAH. 
SENFAI, 




















I WAS 
FINE WHEN 
I LEFT 
WHY DID WORK.. 
THIS HAVE 
TO HAPPEN 
ON THE WAY 
GBACK...? 



















IF I CALL 
MY MOM, SHE 
PROBABLY 
CAN'T...COME 
BEFORE... 

TOMORROW 








IF I DON'T 
DO ANYTHING AND 
JUST LIE HERE, 
Lt FEEL 
BETTER... 


























































































































































































































































































































































































































67 


FINDING. | 












YOUR FEVER 
HAS GONE Lf 
DOWN, SO 

THAT'S \ 
GooD. \ 





= NEED 
TO TAKE 


BETTER 
CARE OF 
YOURSELF. 


















































B NO 
N LAUGHING fo 
MATTER. fo 











ICAN'T \ 
BELIEVE SHE 
ACTUALLY 



























I'M GLAD. 
YOUR 


COOKING IS | Tl 
‘AMAZING. E ick 
Ss |" 
































































































































THE LEFTOVER 
RICE IN THE 
REFRIGERATOR 
WILL BE FINE, 
SO PUT THAT 
IN ONCE IT'S 
BOILING. 








IN THE 
MEANTIME, 
YOU CAN 
BEAT THE 

EGGS. 












+ AND 
WAIT 
FOR IT 
TO BOIL. 


/ PUT THE 

“stock 
| POWDER 

\ IN THE 


i; (ead 
iN 


) T 
































velS CUT 
uP THE 

GREEN 

ONIONS. 















WE'RE 
DATING. 
























































WOULD IT 
KILL YOU 
TO RELY 
ON ME 
NOW AND 
THEN? 








































THEY 
SAY THAT THIS 
WHALE KEEPS: 














CON- CALLING OUT, 
TRYING — STANTLY. OVER AND 
TO FIND A OVER. 


COMPANION 
IN THE BIG, 
WIDE OCEAN. 












— SISTHINK =~ 
ABOUTS 
VIALE 





CENS) 


- THELOTHER! 


OIFEERENT: 
EROMIALL 
OTe ; 


75 































DON'T BE 
STUPID. 


YOU'D GIVE 
up, JUST 
BECAUSE 

YOUR VOICE 
WON'T 
REACH 

ANYONE? 











IF YOUR 
VOICE ISN'T 
COMING 
THROUGH, 
ALL YOU 


“HAVE TO DO 


Is TRYA 
DIFFERENT 
METHOD. 


















IF ITS 
VOICE ISN'T 
REACHING 
ANYONE, IT 
WOULD BE 
BETTER IF 
IT DIDN'T 
LOOK FOR A 
COMPANION. 
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ESPECIALLY 
FOR SOMEONE 
WHO'S 
USUALLY IN 
MY ARMS. 

















THAT SAID, 
WHAT'S THE 
STORY WITH 
|| THE HOMEMADE 
‘00D YOU GAVE 
ME BEFORE, 
SENPAI?: 
































'c ' 


REALLY? 


$0 YOU'RE 
LWA 














THAT 
ATTITUDE'S 
INSULTING. 
STOP IT. 


I CAN'T 
SEE A 
THING. 


AWW, 
DON'T COME ON, oc 
MAKE ME YOU MOVED \,_ 
COUNT THE AWAY ON ‘ 
FINGERS OR PURPOSE! 
WHATEVER. 


YOUR 
FACE 


COMES 
THING 
AT THIS TOTHAL 
DISTANCE. 





IT'S ONE 
O'CLOCK 
IN THE 
MORNING... 


IT'LL BE 
FINE! MOM 
TRUSTS 
YOU, Al- 
CHAN! 


THAT'S 
WHY I'M 
ASKING 
YOU TO 
COME WITH 
Me! 


you're A 
COLLEGE 
STUDENT 


YOUR 
BABYSITTER 
HAD TO 
WORK TODAY, 
SO SHE'S 
SLEEPY. 





BUT YOU 
CAN SEE 
IF YOu 
PUT YOUR 
GLASSES 


SCHOOLERS 
SHOULDN'T 
GO WALKING 
AROUND LATE 
AT NIGHT. 
You're ONLY 
FIFTEEN. 





THAT'S 
BECAUSE 
I'VE BEEN 

TAKING CARE 

| OF YOU SINCE 

YOU WERE IN 

ELEMENTARY 
SCHOOL... 
















KOHAKU, 
YOU SAID... 














THAT’S I've 
NOT TRUE! DECIDED IT 
PLL GET WOULDN'T 














.-- WHEN 
YOU START 





COLLEGE, 
; 1] [MR COMPATIBLE. 10.26 MY: 
MORNING! . ROOMMATE, 


RIGHT? 





Peta 


cstep) 


STUPID 
AI-CHAN. 





+-- SUPPOSE 
YOU DO 

COME LIVE 
WITH ME. 


1 SHE 
HAS BEEN 
KIND OF 
DISTANT 
LATELY. 





I DON'T 
BRING 
ANYONE. 


KIDDING. 


«TF YOU 
STARTED DATING 
SOMEONE, YOU 
WON'T BE ABLE 
TO BRING THEM 
BACK HERE. 


is THAT 
‘OKAY? 





GOT NO 
ADULTS TELL wn Ths cart 
NOTHING BUT \\N 
LIES. 


LET'S GO 





AI-CHAN, 
THAT'S ‘ . I LEFT YOUR 
NOT SAFE! GLASSES 
YOU CAN'T BEHIND! 
SEE! 7 





ALLOW ME 
TO ESCORT 
0, YOU TO THE 
9 | CONVENIENCE 
STORE! 


wD HAVE 
THE 
ADVANTAGE! 























YOU WERE 
MAKING 0 
] MUCH FUN 
tei 10 T OF HOW 
contacts In OT SICK I CAN'T 


BEFORE WE F IT SEE... 


LEFT. 


CONTACT eect 
LENSES “WeLL. 
ARE SUCH 
WONDERFUL 
THINGS... 














YOU HAVE 
To PusH 








DON’T YOU 
HAVE GOOD 
VISION? 


NOT 
NOTICING 

THE LIGHTS, 
YOWN | «Gow? 


M1 
IMMATURITY... iN 





I’M GONNA 
MAKE YOU 
BUY ME 
THE MOST 
_ EXPENSIVE — 


IN THE 
STORE! 








'c ' 


Wavering Lips 


THE WAY 
SHE SEEKS 
OuT MY 
ATTENTION 
BY INSISTING 
I PAINT THE 
NAILS ON 
HER RIGHT 
HAND FOR 


narrow HER. 








HIPS AND 
A SLENDER 
BODY, 








| THE WAY 
| SHE LIKES 
ME THE 
MOST, OVER 
EVEN 1— = ANYONE 
TOON'T ELSE, I 
FEEL THE GUESS. 
SAME WAY 
ABOUT | 
| 














HER, 




















Ruka Kosacui 


FIRST, 

ILIKE}. 
THE SMELL 

OF HER 
SHAMPOO. 

















«CAN I 
BORROW 
YOUR 
LIPSTICK? 


IN THAT CASE, 
YOU MIGHT AS 
WELL LEAVE 
A SET OF 
OVERNIGHT 
THINGS 
HERE... 


WELL, 

I HADN'T 
PLANNED 
ON STAYING 
OVER LAST 
NIGHT! 


HUH? 
ANY COLOR. LIPSTICK? 
THE ONE 
YOU'RE 
WEARING 
RIGHT NOW 
IS FINE. 


AFTER ALL, 
YOU'RE ALWAYS 
COMING OVER 
AND SPENDING 
THE NIGHT 
HERE, RIKU- 
CHAN... 





THAT'S HEY... 
OKAY. > I uUST 
YOU SAVED FINISHED 


ME THE 
TROUBLE OF | ane 


APPLYING ANY LIPSTICK! 







































a + WAS IN 
WE MET 
: WHEN I WAS THE SAME 
IN MY FIRST COLLEGE 
YEAR AND CLUB AS ME, 
LL AKANE-SAN AND 1S NOW 
WAS IN HER A WORKING 
WE WERE THIRD. ADULT. = 
REUNITED AT A 
CLUB GET- T— 
TOGETHER LAST |I]||]] Mer 
YEAR, STARTED | |) ‘ i] I 
DATING, AND | I, as 
HAVE BEEN TJ) 
TOGETHER FOR 
Cl A YEAR NOW. a 





































APPARENTLY 


Bite we 

N) 

Wet... STUDENTS THIS Were NCEE SHALL WE 
T HAVE YEAR THAT I DIDN'T GET DO THIS 
TO WORK THEY STOPPED AN INVITE, |] FRIDAY? 

EITHER WAY, INVITING THOUGH. \ ‘ 


BUT... ALUMNI. 




























































































TO BE 
HONEST, 
IT'S GETTING 
KINO OF 
ANNOYING... 


1 BUT IM 
PRETTY SURE 
I COULD FIND 

SOMEONE 

LIKE HER IF 

I TRIED... 


THAT VIBE 
SHE'S GOT 
THESE DAYS OF 
WANTING US TO 
LIVE TOGETHER, 
AND ALL THAT 
ABOUT NOT 
CHEATING... 





BUT THIS 
1S THE FIRST 
I STARTED TIME I'VE 
GOING OUT MADE ITTO 
WITHHER A YEAR WITH 
‘COS SHE'S SOMEONE. 
MY TYPE... 


kya 
(6Ig6.—) 





SIGNS (L-R}: BAR WITH PRIVATE ROOM, EVERYTHING ¥280, TORIKAZOKU, YAN, 102 SEATS TOTAL, 3 PRIVATE ROOMS, PRIVATE 
ROOMS AVAILABLE, KUSHIYAK, SHICHIBEE, TORIKAZOKU 


AND NOW, 
A TOAST TO 
OUR NEW 
MEMBERS, 
AND TO THE 
CONTINUED 
GROWTH OF 
OUR CLUB! 


SENPAI? | 






CAN I SIT 
NEXT TO 
YOU? 





















































SORRY 
g 


T 
INTRUDE. 
9 


OH! 
ANEW 
GIRL! 
SURE, 
SURE. GO 
AHEAD! 




















BUT | WAS 
INTERESTED 
IN YOU, 
SENPAI. 0 
SO | REALLY 
WENT FOR 
IT! 

9 








YOU SAY 
THAT, BUT THIS 
HAS BEEN YOUR 

PLAN EVER 

SINCE YOU 

JOINED THE 
CLUB, RIGHT? 


YOU MEAN 
IT? I'M 6O 


WHAT? | 
HAPPY! © | 





you 

MOVE 

INEVER 100 

DREAMED Fast, 

I'D SENPAI! 
ALREADY 
GET TO 
KISS YOU 
TODAY! 


oH... 


















































I'M QUITE 
INTERESTED 
IN YOU TOO. 


TT 
1 
/ 
| 
| 





























































































































WAIT, WHAT 


HAPPENED? 
WASN'T TONIGHT 
THE WELCOME 
PARTY...? 





PONS SAS AE 
— 


Ve 


HERRY. 
FLAVORED 
~ _LIP BALM. 

































LIVE 
TOGETHER? 









































/ IT SEEMS 
THAT, BEFORE 
I KNEW /T, 
I'D BECOME 
THE ONE 
WANTING HER 
ATTENTION. 





| 
| 
* 




















—— | 
















HEY, 











Ou, THAT'S WHEN YOU 
PROBABLY KISSED ME, 

BECAUSE I HAD ! THOUGHT I 

SOME ICE CREAM COULD TASTE 
EARLIER! > VANILLA... 


REALLY 
—!? 


WHAT 00 A 

YOU THINK 
p,_YOU'RE 

DOING TO 


AHIGH 
SCHOOL 
on STUDENT? 














NEW 
SOURCE 
OF 
ANXIETY. 





TM 
HEADING 





























WELCOME 
HOME, 
CHIYOKO! 





a 













































































































































































































































































HARLI-SAN, 
COULD YOU 
PLEASE GO 
BACK HOME 


YOU PICKED 

ME UP, SO 

THIS IS MY 

HOME NOW. 
9 





YOU'VE 
vu GOT 

TO BE 
4 KIDDING 

MEEE...! °S“ 


v 






























































YOu MUST 
BE SCARED 
70 BE ALONE 
<p AFTER THAT... 
MIND IE I prone 
INITIATE? atria lad 
f YOU'D LIKE TO 
COME TOMY 














DOING IT WITH 
u AHIGHSCHOOL v 
GIRL WOULD 
MAKE ME A 
CRIMINAL! 














FINALLY... 
















































































HAVE YOU 
JOINED US 
BACK IN 
REALITY, 
CHIYOKO?: 


| 
| 
| 














HERE'S A 
TOWEL! 
USE THIS 
ONE—I 








1S BAD. 
IM... 


+ STARTING 
| 70 GET USED 
70 LIVING 
WITH HARU- 
SAN... 





SF 


eS 



































© 
be IT's 
MORNING, 
CHIYOKO! 
IT'S YOUR 
DAY OFF, 
LET'S GO RIGHT? 
OuT! GO 
SHOPPING 
OR 
SOMETHING! 
a7 
ea 








1A HIGH 
SCHOOL 

STUDENT 

SHOPPING 
WITHA 
CREDIT 
CARD... 


WHY NOT 
Just Buy 
STUFF 





HARU- 
SAN, 
THERE'S 
A POLICE 
STATION. 


‘BUILDING: PRECINCT 


WON'T YOUR 

PARENTS BE 
SEARCHING 
FOR YOU? 


50 
THERE 
ISA aa 
SHOULD PROBLEM \Q 
I TRY AT HOME? 
TALKING . 
70 THE 
POLICE 
ABOUT 
Tei? 


“SOMETHING 
“UKE. SIM 
WORRIED 
ABOUT. 
“HIS HIGH 
‘SCHOOL 


















SEARCHING 
FOR ME, THAT 

{| MAKES YOU 
* v A KIONAPPER, 

DOESN'T IT? 


/ <gn00, IF THEY ARE 


“THAT'S 
HILARIOUS: 















































it, /— CHIYOKO... 
ettneyy YOU'RE ALWAYS 
cious! WORRYING 
: ABOUT 
EVERYTHING. 
DON’T YOU GET 
TIRED? : 
































































































HOLD THAT, 
AND REST 
A MINUTE. 


ENERGY! 











THEY 
KIND 
OF... 







) SPARKLE. 














IT MUST | 
BE JUST 
HARU- 
SAN... 


in| 


act 


vi 







+. WHO 
SPAR- 
KLES-.., 








SHE'S 
DAZZLING. 





SHOPPING 
WAS SO 


Vj 




















"WE BEEN nt 
ve. Bee sure( FUN! KH be 
sMANTING - a ; 


atari 
EXHAUSTED) 


Z ys in 
[2 


0 





| OUT THIS 
ey | FOUNDATION! 


a. BOUGHT 
<a, 





KS _ MOW GQ 
YURARI 































































































































































NCEA NSN 
WHAT THE LOOK, 
MESSAGE HARU-SAN, 
SAYS, SO YOUR CHIYOKO, 
DON'T PHONE IS GIVE ME 
WORRY RING — vor 
ABOUT HEY...STOP! mae 








































































































































































































—_ oe 
PRETTY, — Sse 
RIGHT eg * 2 





Ip 





aro 
prore 





you yy wes 

SHOULD snBUT 

HAVE NY DEFINITELY 

MORE & FEEL THE \ ( 
CONFI- POWER OF }(\—/ 
DENCE, AH \MAKEUP. Cae 
CHIYOKO. HA iy 

HA. 





ry 


TH-THE 
JUVENILE ., 
{° PROTEC. / 


I HAVE TO 
GO HOME 
TOMORROW. 

















































































































































































































+I WISH 
THEY HADN'T 

KEPT SO 

PERFECTLY 
ON SCHEDULE, 


BUT... 


+MY MOM 1S. 
COMING HOME 
FROM VISITING 
MY DAD WHERE 
HE'D BEEN 
TRANSFERRED 
FOR WORK. 100 





AH, 
SORRY! 
I'M SO 
SORRY 
FOR 
WORRYING 
you!! 


TONIGHT IS 
THE LAST 
NIGHT I GET 
TO CLING 
TO YOU ON 
YOUR SMALL 
FUTON... 


+ CAN T 
ASK YOU 
SOMETHING? 





7 CAUSE 
You 
Lots oF bes ENOUGH PICKED 
PEOPLE ae OF up— 
PASSED BY, THAT. 
BUT ONLY 
YOU CAME TO 
MY RESCUE. 















WHEN 
I SPOKE TO 
You, YOU 
WERE TIMID 













AT FIRST, 
BUT WHEN TWAS 





I TOUCHED an IKE, 
You, YOU YOU'RE 
WERE $0 COOL! 


SHAKING HOLD Me!” 





BUT THEN 
I REALIZED 
YOU SAVED 


ME ANYWAY, 
DESPITE ALL 
THAT. 











“ 


|] 









+ AND T 
DECIDED I 
HAD TO GET 
TO KNOW 
You. 


ITWAS _OH... 
ALITTLE I SEE... 
SCARY, 
HAVING 
NO IDEA 
WHAT YOUR 
INTENTIONS 
WERE. 


os THE 
A RESULTS ARE 
REASONABLY 
Goop, 
RIGHT? 


CHIYOKO... 





wal ) C-CAN 

THOUGHT I COME 
= } : visit You 
AGAIN...? 


+ SINCE 
I PICKED 
YOU UP, IT 
MEANS YOU 
BELONG 
HERE? 





A G7, ILOVE you, 
= a CHIYOKO!!’ 
























































































































































WHY 
ARE You 
TELLING 
ME THAT 
IN THIS 
POSITION? 


vu u 
u 


GEEZ... 


COME ON, 
s:CHIYOKO... YOU'RE A 
I DID SOME GOOD 
RESEARCH. Let's GIRL. 
GO TO 
SLEEP. 



























































































THE 
ORDINANCE 
OF JUVENILE 
PROTECTION... 









«DOESN'T 


























EIGHTEEN! 







































'c ' 











Between 








Before and After 


























EVEN HANG 
OUT OUTSIDE 
SCHOOL... 





LIKE 
YOU'RE 
DATING. 












































BY THE 

WAY, I 

HEARD WAN- 
THE NEW | DERING 
FLAVOR | AROUND 
OF SHAKE} 


TODAY. 


EFI- ) 
NITELY! 


als 
SOMETHING 
WE'VE 
ALWAYS 






























































I DON'T 
WANT TO 
FORCE 
HER INTO 
ANYTHING 


SINCE 
WE'VE 
ALWAYS 
BEEN 
TOGETHER 














































































on WANT 
TO 00 
SOMETHING 
FRIENDS 
CAN'T 00... 




















HUH? 









































OR SOT 
THOUGHT. 





























KIND OF 
NAUGHTY. 








EVERYONE 
PUT THEIR 
HANDS: 
TOGETHER 
IN PRAYER 
FOR THE 
SHIP, WHICH 
WAS TO 
CARRY THE 
YOUNGEST 
ROYAL 
PRINCESS 





OUR STAR 
WILL REACH 
THE TIME OF 

/TS DEATH 
IN THE NOT 
700 DISTANT 

FUTURE, 





IN 
EXCHANGE 
FOR 
ACCEPTING 
US AS 
IMMIGRANTS 


CANIS, 
LOYAL 
SUBJECT. 


YOU ARE 
SURE TO 
HAVE A 
BRIGHT 
FUTURE. 


on THE 
PRINCESS 
/S GOING 


70 AN 
UNFAMILIAR 
STAR, 





AS A BRIDE | 





NOA, 
YOUNGEST 
DAUGHTER 
OF NOBLE 

BLOOD. 
































WE ARE 
BOUND FOR 
A NEW STAR, 
TO PREVENT 
OUR ROYAL 
BLOODLINE 
MOTHER 
Loves VYING OUT. 
you. 


















SOMEONE 
TO TALK 
70, HUH? 








wD WAS 
SELECTED FROM 
THE CASTLE 
= SERVING GIRLS 
WHO WERE 
“SOLIND IN BODY 
AND MIND” TO 
DONATE MY BODY 
| 70 THE CAUSE 
AND ACT AS A 
LADY'S MAID. 








J ON THE 
Ss LINDERS TANDING| 


THAT MY 
\ j HEAD WILL BE 
é p PHYSICALLY 
BLOWN OFF 
IE I START 
es GETTING 
—_ IDEAS. 

















+I HAVEN'T 
TASTED 
ANYTHING 
THIS GOOD IN 
AWHILE. 


















THE IT'S SO 
JOURNEY... | | BORING, one's 
+ SHOULD KEEP SUCKING fT GONNA! 
TAKE UP TO HER Take, 
ACCORD- APPROXIMATELY ESTEEMED ANYMAY? 
ING TO THIRTY DAYS, HIGENES | TO GET TO 
MOTHER. FOURTEEN 7 THIS STAR 
HOURS, wv WE'RE 
AND THIRTY aN HEADING 
MINUTES. j 


FOR. 



































\ 
= you WERE 
Dy ARE TO FILL YOU 
YOU OUGHT YOUR HEAD TOLD, 
70 Be gual TO PREVENT WITH THE — CANIS? 
THE WEAKENING L 
A HEALTHY TASKS, SINCE OF YOUR ecosystems 
SPECIMEN THAT IS WHY 


OF THE YOU WERE 
PEOPLE OF CHOSEN. 
OUR HOME 


BODY, YOU OF THE STAR WE 
MUST STRIVE ARE DESTINED 
TO MAINTAIN — FOR, OMITTING 





AND IMPROVE NOTHING. 
STAR. | YOUR PHYSICAL 
ACCORD- ) | STRENGTH 
ING To THROUGH THE 
MOTHER. | ASSIGNED 
i iN PROGRAM. \ 
AN 





+ YOUR 
WISH IS MY 
COMMAND. 






































































































































FROM THE 
HISTORY 











OFTHE a 
_| s7aRs, 70 
THE THEORY 
BEHIND 
THIS SHIP'S 
iene - PHONE: 
J STUDIED 
‘EVERY 
POSSIBLE NI 
FIELD WITH 
EASE, 
I OON'T 
GET IT... 
+ SHE IS 
A DEVOTED Oy 
CHILD. 












































































































































0 THE 
PRINCESS 
HERSELF 
WORKED 
DILIGENTLY. 
















































































IN FACT... 
































IF WE ARE 
CALLING THE 
GODDESS WHO 
AMASSED 
THE WISDOM 
AND CULTURE 
OF OUR 
HOME STAR 
“MOTHER”... 
< 
— 
La 
SHE IS 
MADE OF 
DIFFERENT 
STUFF THAN 
ME, WHO 
WEARS A Ly, 
COLLAR ON 


MY NECK, 































































































THERE 
IS NO 
NEED FOR 
CONCERN. 


























































































































INEFFI- 
CIENT? 



































ENCOURAGING PLEASE 

HER TO sTupy ALLOW ME 

FROM MORNING TO SPEAK. 

UNTIL NIGHT IS 

ALL WELL AND 
GOOD... 













































































MY NOBLE 
BLOODLINE'S 
POWERS OF 
MEMORY AND 

ABILITY TO ENDURE 
STRAIN FAR 
SURPASS THOSE 
OF ORDINARY 








PRINCESS. 











YOU MUST 
BE TIRED. 
WOULD 
YOU LIKE 
SOMETHING 
SWEET— 

















PRIN- 
CESS!? 


THIS IS A 
NATURAL 
CONSE- 
QUENCE OF 
THAT. 


SO SAYS 


PERHAPS 
YOU ARE 
WORKING TOO 
HARD, AFTER 
ALL? 


NECESSARY 

MATERIAL, SO bred BE 
I TOOK ON 

MORE THAN 
THE SET 


FOR THE 
+I MUST PEOPLE I 
ACCOMPLISH LOVE... 
THIS, NO 
MATTER THE 


—. 
< 











I FEEL AS 

THOUGH 
THAT'S THE 
FIRST TIME T 
HAVE HEARD 
A TYPE OF YOUR VOICE. 
HOMEMADE 















ALL THE 
CHILDREN Lgl 
Love IT. 


CASTLE 
TOWN. 






8 
. 
3 



















































‘\\ SINCE THAT 
DAY, THE 
PRINCESS 
STARTED 
PESTERING 
one <7 ME WITH 
THIS STONE- { VARIOUS. 
THINGS. 
FLICKING 
GAME WITH 
Me? 


I SUPPOSE 
MY BODY 
DOES NOT 
KNOW 
ANYTHING. 







































































KNEW THEY 
WERE FUN. 


















OH, 
COME 
ON. 


THIS IS 
MY FIRST 
TIME. YOU 
OUGHT TO 
GO EASY 
ON ME. 


DID YOu 
LEARN 
THIS FROM 
MOTHER, 
CANIS? 


wD GOT 
INTO A 

LOT OF 

MISCHIEF 












THE 






TEACHINGS 








+ BUT 
YOU ARE 
NOT A 
BAD GIRL, 
ARE YOU? 












































I DON'T 


KNOW 
ABOUT 
THAT. 





IT WANT 
TO 
HELP 
YOU... 


+SEE AND 


FEEL MORE 
DIFFERENT 
THINGS. 
















NOT THAT 













I PITY 
YOU, OR 
one Mi ANYTHING 
: : a yt LIKE 
RLIDENESS. > . ca pia THAT... 





YOU ARE 
THE ONE 
WHO 
DESERVES 
PITy. 











AND SO YOU 
HAVE EVEN 
LESS CHOICE 
THAN I DO. 






AND YET, 
I WAS 
CARELESS. 




































































THERE 














WOULD 
BE NO 
DANGER OF 
MISTAKENLY | 
YOU BEARING A 
WOULD CHILD. 
































YOU HAVE 
_{ TO CHOOSE 
YOUR WORDS, 
OTHERWISE 
YOUR COLLAR 
WILL KILL 
You. 


IT 
MUST BE 
DREADFUL. 















I DON'T 
KNOW WHY 
THE WORDS 
WOULD NOT 

COME. 














BECAUSE 
I WAS 
MISERABLE? 














OR BECAUSE 





I PITIED THE WAS 

PRINCESS? MOTHER 
CORRECT? 

° 

2° ke 







































































































I ONE- 

SIDEDLY ATE 

CONFECTIONERY 
THAT CANIS 
OFFERED ME, 
DID I NOT? 


SHE SHARED / Al 
SOMETHING o 
SHE 
LOVES AND 
TREASURES 
WITH ME... 













GIVE HER 









you SOMETHING 
ACCEPT IT. - BUT IT IN 
THAT IS CANNOT RETURN... 
ENOUGH. THINK OF 


ANYTHING... 





SHE 

IS AN 
OFFERING 

FOR 

A LOYAL YOUR 
SUBJECT. MISSION. 





Now, 
CHILDREN 


THAT IS 
OUR NEW 





AND YET 
I WAS 
ABLE TO 
ENCOUNTER 
THINGS I 
NEVER KNEW 
BEFORE. 
I AM 
GRATEFUL 
TO YOU, 
MOTHER. 


THREE DAYS 
AWAY FROM 
OUR HOME 


“YOu 
LooK 
TIRED. 


YOU HAVE 
ENDURED 


PREPARE ‘a LONG 


r7 YOURSELVES /, 
FOR OUR JOURNEY. 
DESCENT. 


JOURNEY...? 











WITHOUT 
ME TO 
CONTROL 
THE SHIP— 


«1 LEARNED 
EVERYTHING. 








«THAT I 
WILL OBTAIN 
THE THINGS 
YOU DO NOT 

KNOW! 






























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































you 
SsOt L CONFERRED 
DECIDED UPON 
AND so,IN | O,@ERY BUT YOU pesTINY 
UNDER 
ORDER TO MY OWN NEVER AS A TRUE 
RENDER YOU POWER. eT Ae ae 
UNNECESSARY, DEVOTION, Saat 
I MASTERED RATHER 
ALL YOUR THAN LOVING 
KNOWLEDGE EVERYONE. 
OVER THE 
COURSE OF 
THIS JOURNEY, 
OMITTING 
NOTHING. 








iat 
PLEASE BE TO YOUR 
ASSURED, DESIRABILITY. 
MOTHER... 





THE EXTRA 
MATERIAL 
SHE WAS 
STUDYING 
OVER AND 
OVER, TO THE 
POINT OF 
COLLAPSE... 





















YOU ARE 
STRONG 
IN BOTH 
BODY AND 
MIND. 









YOU ARE 
BRIMMING: 
WITH 
CURIOSITY, 
AND YOU 
ARE AN INDI- 
VIDUAL WITH 
EXCELLENT 
COMMUNICA- 
TION 
SKILLS... 



















\ 


\ 



















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































YOu WILL 
WHEN DO WELL 
THE SHIP " ANYWHERE, 
LANDS... EVEN 
ON AN 


UNFAMILIAR 


















WITH THAT 
FREEDOM, 















WHAT 










I WOULD 
DO You CARRY A 
INTEND TO STAR'S 
DO ABOUT WEIGHT. 
OuR 
HOME 


STAR? 


THE FIRST, 
\ THE WORLD 
BASED ON 
THE STAR'S 
WORTH OF 
KNOWLEDGE I 
DRAW FROM 


THEY 

CONNECTION 212 NOT 

THROUGH WANT ME, 
ME... EXACTLY. 





wT WILL 
NEGOTIATE 
ON MY 
DESIRED 
TERMS. 


EVEN IF WE 
REPEAT THE 
SAME THINGS 
OVER AND OVER 
AGAIN, THERE 
CAN BE NO OTHER 
OUTCOME THAN 
A SMALL, WHITE, 
DYING STAR. 


UNLESS 
WE CHANGE 
OURSELVES, NO 
MATTER WHERE 
WE GO, THINGS 
WILL SURELY TURN 
OUT THE SAME. 















7 YOU ARE 


WISE, 

(BEING 60 gut You 
““l TOP-HEAVY DO NOT 
WITH IDEAS UNDER 
\ MUST MAKE STAND. 
ITHARD TO “Tye 

WALK. STREETS. 





seven 
WOULD 
PREFER A 
FRIEND. 


YOU'RE 


QUITE 
PUSHY, 
AREN'T YOU, 
PRINCESS? 





'd ' 











































































































































































































38.3 
DEGREES. 


HAZLMI C16, 
HIGH SCHOOL 
STUDENT 





MAO (28), 


UNEMPLOYED } 























LOR 
eo CoW- 


AD) 


THE LAST 
THING I 
REMEMBER 
/S GETTING 
HOME AND 
COLLAPSING. 


TLL 
SLEEP MONEY: 


IT OFF. 





























+AND ON 
MY WAY 
HOME I 


. | SUDDENLY 


FELT 
STRANGE. 















































KS, 
@IDZB 


















































I THINK... 
I GOT SOME 
POCKET 
MONEY 
FROM MY 
STEADY... 














&, 

To GET you * 
TREATED, I'D 
HAPPILY, PAY THE 
ENTIRE MEDICAL 
BILL, MAo-sAN. 


SHE SAID 
SHE FELT 


GO HOME 
BEFORE I 
PASS IT TO 
YOU TOO, 
HAZUMI. 


I'D HATE 
A eines RIGHT! 
FROM 
ANOTHER 
WOMAN'S 
GERMS. 
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DID YOUR 
FEVER GET 
WORSE? 


I BOUGHT 
YOU SOME 


RICE 
PORRIDGE. 
PLEASE EAT. 





AND TAKE 
MEDICINE... 








MAO-SAN /S 
NORMALLY SO 


Manes 
s& 


—HAZUM. 
© < 


tug! 
Miro © 


IS THERE 
ANYTHING 


ELSE YOU 
WOULD LIKE 


ANYTHING 


S4>xcs 


IS /T 
GOO0nl? 








4 Abt THIS 
SWEAT 


MAKES IT 
HARD TO 
SLEEP. 


























\~ 
alla 


IN 


YY 


YIN eta 
Say 
) / | 
QW OK 
dati 





s0 you HAVE YOu 
CAN THANK y= RECOVERED 
>| “Me FOR iS FROM YOUR HELLO! 
BEING YOUR || Fe") | coLbie : 
NURGE... 























YOU'VE 
GOT 
SOME 
NERVE!! 




















GOING 
p OuT 
Have you i Tall : HAVE TIME —-NOW. 
FORGOTTEN i) ANS 4 ve gOuT 
WHAT I DID , 4 “( “Ou 
FOR YOUu!? : 

































7 ww AND HUG ME 
VD CLOSE, AND Kiss YOU sHoutp 
ME. YOU OWE 
NEVER DO ME THAT MUCH, YOU, HAZUMI. 
THAT, VO I LOVE You”... 
MATTER 
WHAT! 


How CAN 
you PRESENT 
=CHESE,ABSUR| 
FANT ASIESHITH A 
STRAIGHT ACE? 





MAO-SAN, 


YOU'RE SO ; 
INGENSITIVE! y « " \ LATER! 


vu ats 
2G 





LABEL: PLIODING 






















































































ae camel 
ez \ 
(C é 
< / 3 
See - 
a = 





it /o 
ia Ks wD LIKED FT KNEW... F 
| GABA! you 
2) 3umP), 
BETTER 
HEALTHY, 
= t 








you 
SHOULDN'T 
LOOK AT 


PEOPLE'S 
THINGS 
WITHOUT 
PERMISSION. 


IT WAS 

JUST LYING 

ON TOP OF 

AND HER DESK. 
SHE'S ALWAYS: 

WRITING SO. 
FURIOUSLY IN 
CLASS. 


NOT THAT 
I KNOW HER 
VERY WELL. 


IS THIS 
THE NOVEL 
KANAKO- 
CHAN IS 
WRITING? 


LIKE THIS? 
DIDN'T 
EXPECT 





Ty 





IU) 
Wil Lt 














a) 
¢ | 
|] by 





) 


TO GET 
INVOLVED. 


































AS LONG 
AS I CAN 
OO WHAT I 
LIKE, THAT 
SHOULD 


bE 
ENOUGH. 
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“me 
© 
& 
a 
—UCULrd 
ne) 
mu 
4 
2 
© 








WHEN ARE 
YOU GOING 
TO START 
CALLING ME 
BY MY FIRST 
NAME? 


SORRY. 
HOMEROOM 
WENT ON 
FOREVER. 


1GO 
RESHELVE 
SOME 
BOOKS. 








WRITE ANY 
STORIES 
YOURSELF? 
























































TW ; = I's 

f NEARLY 
TIME 

FOR MY 

SPORTS 

CLUB... 















































I'M NOT 
INTERESTED. 





I DON'T 
WANT TO 
DO THOSE 
THINGS, 

AND I HAVE 

OTHER 

THINGS I'D 

RATHER DO. 








JUST AS 
COOL AST 
EXPECTED 
FROM YOU, 
/ SENPAI. 
IT’S JUST 
THAT I'D LIKE 
TO LEARN TO 
HAVE THAT 
ATTITUDE / 
TOO. 


TIME TO 
GO THROW 
MYSELF INTO \ 

SPORTS. } ARE YOU 


Seeyou ff MOCKING 





SHE 
KNOWS 
HOW TO 
KEEP A 
PROPER 
DISTANCE 
AND 
NAVIGATES 


| FE wee. 






































DIFFERENT 
FEELING 
FROM 
DISLIKE. 



















SOMETIMES 
IT'SA 


d PEELING OF 
4 ANNOYANCE 































AND 
SOMETIMES 
IT'S LIKE | 
LOOKING AT 
SOMETHING 
DAZZLINGLY 
BRIGHT. 















































PERHAPS 





volé | 



































































I WONDER 











DID You 
| GET ABAD 
\| GRADE OR 
SOMETHING 
Prd 

















































Tr 
SOMETIMES 
SEEN AS 
MANY AS 
FIVE AT 
ONCE. 


WHEN 
MY CLUB 
FINISHES 
EARLY, 
I OFTEN 
STOP BY 
HERE. 









CATS 
ARE GREAT, 
AREN'T 
THEY? 


HOLD ON. 
YOU DON’T 
HATE CATS, 
DO YOU...? 








196 





+60 

I LIKE 

THOSE 
WHO HAVE 

THEIR 
LIKES AND 
DISLIKES 
CLEARLY 
DEFINED. 









WITH 
THEM 
YOU DON'T 
HAVE TO 
WORRY 
ABOUT HUMAN 
RELATION- 













: 
a | & 


SORT OF 
PERSON... 

















As +-- YOU'RE 
GENUINE ~ | DEFINITELY 





RESPECT Z 4 MOCKING 
FOR MY . 
SENPAI. 


SHOULD 
HEAD 











DID THAT 
CHEER YOU 
uP A BIT? 











WITH THEM 
YOU DON'T 
HAVE TO 
WORRY ABOUT 
HUMAN 
RELATIONSHIPS, 











I FEEL AS 
THOUGH 
IGOTA 
LITTLE 
GLIMPSE 

INTO HER 

MIND. 




































SOMEONE LIKE 
HER WORRIES 
ABOUT 
KEEPING HER 
DISTANCE. 



























+60 T 
CAN'T COME 
TO THE 
LIBRARY. 









IT's 

ABOUT MY 
COMMITTEE 
MEETING... 























SORRY 
TOBEA 
NUISANCE. 



























































+ EDAKA- 
SAN 
STARTED 
OCCASION- 
ALLY BEING 
ABSENT 
FROM 
SCHOOL, 


























RESTING 
A LITTLE 
BEFORE 
GOING 
TO MY 
CLUB... 





























THOSE 
GUYS ARE 
STRICT 
ABOUT 
TARDINESS. 





WANT TO. 








THAT'S SO 
LIKE YOu, 






















I LIKE 
DOING 
CLUB 
ACTIVITIES 








+MY 
CLUB IS 
ABIT 
THERE'S OFA 
INFIGHTING MESS. 
BETWEEN 
CLUB 


‘i . MEMBERS. 


oeD'M NOT 
BRAVE 
ENOUGH 

FOR THAT. 





++ THINKING 
ABOUT 

EVERYTHING IS 
EXHAUSTING... 

















+ BEEN 
THIS 
CLOSE TO 
ANYONE... 


.. BEFORE, 
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I'D LIKE 
YOU TO 
READ IT. 

















Is THIS 
WHAT IT 
FEELS LIKE 
WHEN YOU'RE 
NICE TO 
SOMEONE? 





'd ' 


IT WAS 








COMING 
Y TO THE 
y, fj END OF MY 
?'\) , TWENTY- 











SEVENTH 
BIRTHDAY. 


















































I'M HOME, 
SuMI- 


Izumi Kawanami 





-— UGH, 
























































































































DIDN'T 
NEED 

GONNA TO SEE 
FORGET THAT. 
IT AND 
GO TO 
BED. 




































I WANTED 
TO SEE 
YOUR 
FACE, 
SUMI- 
CHAN. 
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TSu- 
WHAT | BAK. 


COULD YOU 
POSSIBLY 
WANT, AFTER 

ALL THIS 
TIME...? 






I LOVED 
HER, 
0... 


























HUH? 
WHAT 
ARE YOU 
TALKING 
ABOUT? 





FIVE 
YEARS 
AGO... 








es TSUBAKI 
SUDDENLY 
DISAPPEARED. 





ATTACHMENT 
FADES 
WITH TIME, 
DOESN'T IT? 
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R 


ANYWAY, MIND. 
YOU'RE 
PLANNING 
ON 
STAYING 
HERE 
TONIGHT? 











I WANT 

YOU TO / sot 

Pewee , gust 
STAY FOR TONIGHT. 


A WHILE. 





MY GIRL- 
FRIENDS 


IP 
GETTING 


YOU'RE KICKED 


STILL 
LIVING 
LIKE THAT, 
HUH...? 





Kura 
oe, 


TO SLEEP... 
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HAPPY 
BIRTHDAY... 


























ARGHI! 

































































































































































WELCOME 
HOME. 















































YOU'VE 
GROWN 
uP. 











I DIDN'T 

MAKE IT 

MYSELF, 
THOUGH... 

















IT'S TO 
=| THANK 


YOU FOR 
HELPING 
ME. 
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AT THE 


SAME 
THINGS. 


we TSUBAK) 
RUINED ALL 
OF THAT. 












































DATING. 

















227 


Sununu 
<SEETHE 


SO EASILY 
PERSUADED, 
SUMI-CHAN. 
































TSUBAKI'S| 
PHONE? 
IT'S RARE 
FOR HER 
TO LEAVE 
IT LYING 
AROLIND. 

































































oF 
COURSE. 









































we lT STILL 
DOES 


HURTA 
LITTLE. 



















HEY, 
TSUBAKI, 
WHEN ARE 

| YOU GOING 
TO LEAVE? 














































































































SERIOUSLY, 
WHAT 1S 
WITH THAT 
GIRLINN?7 






































TSUBAKI, 
YOu— 








on, 4 
REALLY...? |": 






































































































































































































































CAN COME 
AND GO 
WHENEVER 
You 
PLEASE. 










BECAUSE 
CATS 
DON'T 
UNDER- 
STAND 
HUMAN 
FEEL- 
INGS. 




















ve THAT'S. 
THE FIRST 
TIME I'VE 
EVER 
HEARD 
HER 
APOLO- 
GIZE. 








SURRENDER, 
WHITE FLAG. 


I CAN'T 
RESIST 
TSUBAKI, 
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++ WELCOME 


HOME... — 


s TSUBAKL ¢ — 


























THAT BE 
BECAUSE 
YOU DIDN'T 
ADD 
THESE? 


THAT'D 
BE IT... 


YOU'RE SO 
FORGETFUL. 




















A. 


SORRY! | 
“ATA 
CCLATTER) 










































































END- 
OF-DAY 
MEETING. 


GET SO 

IGUESS LATE? 
rm 

WORKING 

OVERTIME 

AGAIN. 























AFTER IT 
JOINED THE 
COMPANY, 
I MADE 
A HUGE 
MISTAKE. 











PLEASE 
ACCEPT OUR 
DEEPEST 
APOLOGIES, 

















WE HAVE A 
MEETING 
THIS: 
AFTERNOON. 





JuST 
GET 
IN THE 
CAR, 
























EVER SINCE 
THEN, I GET 
NERVOUS IN 
FRONT OF 
HER... 





ON TOP 
OF IT ALL, 
I BECAME 
SCARED OF 
MANAGER 


808s, 





TOUDOL, MY 





















SHE'S (== 
ALWAYS 
COMPOSED... 


AND LEVEL = oS 
HEADED, = * 
et THe = SHE | WORKS 
D QUICKLY AND 



















I THOUGHT 
I WOULD 
NATURALLY 
GROW UP 
INTO AN 
ADULT BY 
DOING 
THINGS 
LIKE THAT. 
























































ABOUT 
NEXT 
FRIDAY. 






TODAY, 
WE 
ACHIEVED 





























TRAINING 
SESSION 
FOR NEW 
EMPLOYEES 
OVER 
AT HEAD 
OFFICE. 






































I WANT 
YOU TO 
GO WITH 
TOUDOU. 















































































































































I WAS IN 
THIS CAR 
YESTERDAY 
TOO, SO IT 
WAS STILL 
SET TO PLAY 
THE SAME 
THING. 





I HAVE 
OTHER 
BUSINESS. 


IT'S IN 
THE SAME 
PLACE AS 
YOURS, SO 
I MIGHT AS 

WELL. 








APOLOGIZING 
AGAIN. 


T HAVEN'T Ff. 


HAD MY 
LICENSE 
VERY 
LONG... 


THE CHIEF 
ARRANGED IT, 
BECAUSE HE 
SAYS YOU'RE 

NOT CONFIDENT 
DRIVING YET. 








BATAN. 
cauun? 


HELLO. ALL 
FINISHED... 

















MY HEAD'S 
GONNA 
BURST FROM 


WHAT? AN 
ACCIDENT? 


WAS 
THAT 
CHIEF? 


uighWAY 
IS CLOSED 
DUE TO AN 
ACCIDENT. 


WITH THIS 
) WEATHER, HE 
SAID TO SKIP 
4 work AND 
HOME, BUT. 






















































































AND IT 
WOULD BE 
DANGEROUS, 
SINCE IT'S 
ALREADY 
DARK... 









ia) 
caunet 
ll|) 
(a) th bes oa < 
AS LONG ; ») 
As You | WSUS 
WOULDN'T = 
MIND, 


KANDA... 



































































+ EVEN 
LOCAL 
ROADS 
ARE QUITE 
we CONGESTED. 
HOW LONG 
IT WOULD 
TAKE 
NOW...7 





an 
We, 


(Nev 
































c> JACKET. 









DON'T 
NEED TO 
WORRY 
ABOUT 

THE BILL. 























THANK 
You. 




































































































































































































































































SORRY 
ABOUT THIS. 
IT WAS THE 
x Hore OM, BOM 
THAT'S 
OKAY. 








+ SHALL 
WE ORDER 
ROOM 
SERVICE? 
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WAAAH! 
’M 
SORRY! 


WORRY 
ABOUT IT. 
WE'RE NOT 
AT WORK 
RIGHT NOW. 











4 \\ | \ IM sO 
I'M NOT i \ \ } A EMBARRASSED... 
USED TO y 
THIS... 





IT’S NOT 
AS THOUGH 
ANYONE 
TEACHES IT 
TO YOU. 


ARE YOU 
SUPPOSED 
TO KNOW? 





WHEN 
I WAS NEW, 
I WASN'T 
GOOD AT 
THIS SORT 
OF THING 
EITHER. 


YOU'RE 














BEFORE I 
KNEW IT, T 
HAD BECOME 
ESTRANGED 
FROM MY 
PEERS... 





BuT I HAD 
NEITHER THE 
COURAGE NOR 
THE KNOW- 
HOW TO RELY 
ON OTHERS. 


ING MYSELF, 
I SINGLE- 
MINDEDLY 
ACQUIRED 

KNOWLEDGE 
















IN THE 
PAST, I 
COULDN'T 
DO 
ANYTHING 
EITHER. 
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YOU'RE 
SMILING 
NOW, 
THOUGH! 





YOU WORK 
-AND_— QUICKLY AND 
YOU GIVE ACCURATELY 
PRECISE ae \ 
INSTRUC- 
TIONS! 
























THINK THAT'S 
SOMETHING 
JUST ANYONE 
CAN DO. 


+L THINK 
YOU'RE 
REALLY 

AMAZING... 







‘| WIDEN YOUR 
VOCABULARY. 



















































































































KANDA. 
AT THE NEW 
EMPLOYEE 
INTRODUCTIONS, 
YOURS WAS 
THE MOST 
EARNEST... 





\\ Ws \ = 


50 = 
REQUESTED JV) = 
YOU FOR > roo 
MY TEAM. MY BEST, 
__ ANDI LOOK 
= FORWARD 
70 WORKING x 
x WITH YOU 
= Abb { > 















DID You 
REALLY...? 





wd 
THOUGHT 
YOU WERE 
CUTE... 












































B0SS!? 





a 7? 








ONTO 
THE BED 
FOR NOW. 


A~ 










ARE 
YOU ALL 
RIGHT!? 














YOUR FACE 
DIDN'T 
CHANGE, SO 
I THOUGHT 
YOU MUST 
HAVE A HIGH 
TOLERANCE 








UM, HOW 
ABOUT SOME 
2 










I THOUGHT 
SHE WAS 
A PERFECT 
ADULT. 





I THOUGHT 
SHE WAS 
SCARY... 
RIGHT? 


I'M ALWAYS 
NERVOUS... 





AWAY FROM 
THE OFFICE, 


STRAINED. 











I DOUBT 
THAT'S 
SOMETHING 
ANYONE 
ELSE 
KNOWS, 














WE HAVE 
THIRTY 
MINUTES 
UNTIL 
CHECKOUT. 








IT 
TURNED 
OUT HER 
“OTHER 
BUSINESS" 
WAS A LIE, 






















WHAT? 


- 


a) \\ GS 
\ 


SHE, DoESN'T 
REMEMBER? 



















CHIEF 
. TOLD ME 
I WON'T AETERWARD 
DRIVE THAT SHE 
YOU NEXT CAME WITH 
TIME... ME ENTIRELY 
FOR M 
yf +60 YOU BENEFIT. 
NEED TO 




















PRACTICE. 






you 
SLEPT 
LIKE 


you THAT? 


WRINKLED 
YOUR 


SPACING. 








IT's 
SCARY! 








IREN- 
CHAN 1S 
EVOLVING!? 


HUI? 
YOU WERE 
SO MUCH 


CUTER 
BEFORE!! 


OH? OMI, 
YOU GOT 
YOURSELF 





i ae 










SHE 


LEVELED No, 
uP sO THIS IS. 
MUCH KAREN- 

THAT SHE CHAN. 




















WHEN EVOLVED. 
YOU GAIN 

EXPERIENCE 

KNOW!? POINTS, YOU 

LEVEL UP! 










FOR THE SAKE 3 x 
OF ARGUMENT, —_ 
HOW DID LET'S SAY I 4 
YOU GAIN UNDERSTAND: 
ALL THESE WHAT YOU MEAN 
SO-CALLED _BY “WHEN YOU 
"EXPERIENCE GAIN EXPERIENCE 
POINTS"...?. POINTS, YOU 
LEVEL UP.” 











EVOLVED? 







LEVEL OF 
WHAT......7 


WELL, AI HUH? 
I GUESS A : 2 YOU GET 
REIWA ERA ¥ y- yy \ EXPERIENCE 
HIGH SCHOOL || POINTS FROM 
GIRL WOULDN'T J EXPERIENCE, 
UNDERSTAND... LY : OBVIOUSLY. 


LIKE THE ALL 
DEATH KINDS OF 
OFA THINGS. 
FRIEND... 


COME ON. / $0 WHEN DOES 
DON'T BE YOUR NEXT 
SO UNHAPPY | EVOLUTION 
MY NEXT WITH MY } HAPPEN? HOW 
EVOLUTION CURRENT >\ FAR DO YOU NEED 
MIGHT BE EVEN FORM, WILL «\ TO LEVEL UP? 
MORE YOUR you? 
TYPE THAN T 
WAS BEFORE, 
OMI-CHAN! 





sot a 


YOU TO BE 
PATIENT, AND 
STAY WITH ME 
UNTIL THEN... 



























SINCE 









MAYBE * MY NEXT 
SHE'LL EVOLUTION 
TURN INTO A HAPPENS ONCE 
GYARU WITH I REACH LEVEL 
AGCUP.., 850,000,000, 















AND SO WE 
JUST HOW RELENTLESSLY 
FAR UP DO ACCUMULATED 
YOUR LEVELS EXPERIENCE 
POINTS 


TOGETHER. 








WHAT DO 
YOU BECOME 
FOR YOUR 
FINAL FORM, 
KAREN-CHAN? 











--- WOULD YOU 
LIKE ME TO 
BECOME NEXT, 
OMI-CHAN? 






I CAN 
MANAGE 
THAT EVEN 
WITHOUT 


EVOLVING! 





N®VLVVLA 


WHAT!? 





Nio Nakatani 


Postscript 


I like looking at floor plans on property sites for no reason and thinking about 
arranging furniture in there. Rooms with a lot of windows are nice and bright, but 
then there’s nowhere to put your bookcases, is there? (Daydreaming...) 





U35 


Congratulations on the release of Eclair Orange! I am very happy to have had the 
chance to contribute again. The eyes say as much as the mouth. Personally, I think 
eyes are good for expressing one’s emotions openly. 





bb Kuroda 


A little girl in a mansion, with a one-sided crush on her maid. She follows the maid 
around, and deliberately sits down to read a book in places that will get in the way 
of her work. She does this so that the maid will always sit beside her, smile gently 
at her, and say “No, little miss.” 





Kumiko Takeba 


T always wanted to write about yuri and the sea, so thank you very much for giving 
me the chance. 





Miyako Miyahara 


I braided other people’s hair many times as a child. Every time, I was surprised by 
the difference between their hair and my own. The color and the feel were both 
different. If they had especially fine hair, I was terrified of what would happen if 
it broke, as if I were handling thin glass. Even more so if it was someone I liked. 





Tri Arata 


Iwas absolutely thrilled to be writing about childhood. 
Thope you enjoy this manga featuring school backpacks. 





Yuriko Hara 


Thank you so much for inviting me to join Eclair. The 52-hertz whale, calling out 
again and again somewhere in the vast ocean. Even now, in a world overflowing 
with information, that image feels applicable, so I wrote this story. I hope that 
somewhere you will find someone important to you. 





Musshu 


‘Thank you very much for 1g me to take part aj 
1 feel how wonderful it is to live in a world with contact lenses. 








Ruka Kobachi 


Thank you for inviting me to take part again. 
Ipacked my story full of things I like about girls. 


Taki Kitao 


Every time, I worry (philosophically) about what makes a woman cute, but in the 
end, I can only draw things which I can draw...Rather than saying that women are 
cute just because they're women, I would like to notice more detailed things. 





‘Aya Fumio 


am pleased I could contribute to Eclair again. 
While drawing this one, my plan was “I'll just draw them flirting happil} 








Kazuno Yuikawa 


I wanted to try my hand at drawing a fantasy or parallel universe yuri story, so I was 
very pleased to be given the opportunity. 





Canno 


‘Thank you for inviting me back for a fifth time. A cold seems like too obvious a 
scenario, so I have avoided using it before, but I tried facing it here. I hope you 
enjoy it. 





Kabocha 


‘The other day, I visited Enoshima for the first time, There were quite a few cats, 
and I took tons of photos to use as reference materials. Anyway, Enoshima is a nice 
place... Even just the scenery and the atmosphere made me deeply emotional. When 
I ive alone, I'd like to live somewhere around Kamakura. 





Izumi Kawanami 


Hello, I'm Kawanami. I'm happy I was able to contribute to Eclair again after so 
long. I love girls with terrible moral values. Please give it a look. 





Haruka Kiriyama 


‘Thank you very much for inviting me to take part again, following on from the 
fourth volume. While drawing this one, I remembered the time a cool, beautiful, 
career-minded senpai at my office helped me out. Live streaming of video games 
keeps me company while I work. 





Auri Hirao 


Tam extremely happy that I was invited to take part again! I do wonder “Why am I 
like this every time...?” but getting to draw lots of different yuri is fun! 









TRANSLATION NOTES 


COMMON HONORIFICS 

no honorific: Indicates familiarity or closeness; if used without 
permission or reason, addressing someone in this manner 
would constitute an insult. 

-san: The Japanese equivalent of Mr./Mrs./Miss. If a situation 
calls for politeness, this is the fail-safe honorific. 

-sama: Conveys great respect; may also indicate the social status 
of the speaker is lower than that of the addressee. 

-kun: Used most often when referring to boys, this honorific 
indicates affection or familiarity. Occasionally used by older 
men among their peers, but it may also be used by anyone 
referring to a person of lower standing. 

-chan: An affectionate honorific indicating familiarity used 
mostly in reference to girls; also used in reference to cute 
persons or animals of either gender. 

-sensei: A respectful term for teachers, artists, or high-level 
professionals. 

-niisan, nii-san, aniki, etc.: A term of endearment meaning “big 
brother” that may be more widely used to address any young man 
who is like a brother, regardless of whether he is related or not. 
-neesan, nee-san, aneki, etc.: The female counterpart of the above, 


nee-san means "big sister.” 


CURRENCY CONVERSION 
While conversion rates fluctuate, an easy estimate for Japanese 
yen conversion is ¥100 to 1 USD. 


PAGE 12 

A tatami room is a fixture in traditional Japanese design. Tatami 
are a type of woven straw mat used as flooring that are consistent 
in size (twice as long as they are wide). Often, rooms sizes will 


be measured by the number of tatami it takes to cover the floor. 


PAGE 52 

The Nippon Budokan (“Budokan”) is an indoor arena built for 
the Summer 1964 Olympics, but still used today for a variety of 
events. It is a prestigious venue for music guests, who sometimes 


consider holding a concert at Budokan an industry milestone. 


PAGE 67 
A healthy adult has a temperature around 37° Celsius. 


PAGE 79 
Seijo Ishii is a gourmet grocery chain where one can buy a 
variety of items, including hot meals. 








PAGE 103, 
Kushiyaki is skewered and grilled food, a common offering in 
casual bar settings. 


PAGE 119 
Koban are small police stations that usually serve a particular 
neighborhood and have a staff of one to ten officers. 


PAGE 174 


Mao has a temperature around 100° Fahrenheit. 


PAGE 262 

Reiwa is the name of the current era of the official Japanese 
calendar. The Reiwa Era began on May I, 2019, when the crown 
prince ascended the throne to become the 126" Emperor of 
Japan. 


PAGE 263 

Gyaru is a type of street fashion that originated in the '70s and 
peaked in popularity between the '90s and early 2000s. The 
fashion is characterized by bleached or dyed hair, dramatic 
makeup, and very over-the-top, decorative nail art. The term 
comes from the English “gal,” and the fashion arose from a 
desire to rebel against the traditional Japanese standard of 
beauty. 
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